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The content for the second Woordfees TV pop-up channel has 
been specifically curated to reflect the interests Toyota SU 
Woordfees festivalgoers enthusiastically support at the festival, 
covering a broad range of genres: writers and books, theatre, 
contemporary and classical music, dance, lifestyle, discourse, 
stand-up comedy, film, and visual arts, with a strong focus on 
quality-Afrikaans books, theatre, music, and film. This year, the 
programme will also include discussions on agricultural issues.

A selection of the most popular 2021 Woordfees TV festival 
programmes will be broadcast in non-primetime slots. New 
programmes specially produced for 2022, will be available on 
DStv Catch Up.

https://www.woordfees.co.za/eng/
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WRITERS’ FESTIVAL
The Woordfees started 22 years ago as an all-night poetry festival, and 
books and writers are still at the heart of the festival programme. 

There are 18 new book talks on the programme, including the 
following:

Dol heuning met SJ Naudé
This Hertzog Prize winner – the first person to win the prize two 
consecutive times – refers to himself as “an activist for the short story”. 
He talks to Marius Swart about where he gets his inspiration from and the 
value of training for writers. Sandra Prinsloo reads an extract from one of 
his stories.

Wanneer vandag en gister nie lepellê
Diana Ferrus in conversation with Kirby van der Merwe (Eugene), Audrey 
Jantjies (As die katjiepiering blom) and Brian Fredericks (Hou jou oë oop). 
Three novelists share the background stories to each of their books, and 
how they explore the tension that can sometimes exist between where 
people come from and where their lives take them.



Digtersparadys
With Philip de Vos, Lynthia Julius, Elias P. Nel, Louise Boshoff, Grant 
Jefthas, Franco Colin, Dean Balie and Kabous Meiring (presenter). A 
golden autumn afternoon with poetry, musical arrangements by Wilken 
Calitz and a special musical reading by Dean Balie from the new Adam 
Small collection.

1 Recce – die manne agter die mite
Abel Esterhuyse in conversation with Alexander Strachan and Clive 
Cupido. Two members of the SADF special forces discuss the secrecy 
around this elite group of soldiers, while the author (a member of the first 
elite group, 1 Recce) remembers the operations, but also the lighter 
moments such as playing rugby with a tame lion.

Die seuntjie met die rooi handsakkie
Yvonne Beyers (Huisgenoot editor) talks to Elise Bishop: As a boy Pierre 
van der Merwe would wrap himself in a tablecloth, put a net on his head 
and with a handful of flowers pretend he was a bride. Elise Bishop shares 
her remarkable life story after  full gender reassignment at the age of 23.



Mynhardt se kombuis
The winners of the first Kokkedoor TV competition reunite when Tiaan
Langenegger shows Mynhardt Joubert a video from the first time they 
worked together. He asks Mynhardt about his food roots in the Free 
State, the cookbook that came out of lockdown (My stasie straat
kombuis), and his love of colour.

Pretoria se Elon Musk
Adriaan Basson in conversation with Michael Vlismas and Herman 
Wasserman about Elon Musk – Risking It All (an unauthorised biography). 
His grandfather built his own plane and his father played numeracy 
games. Today the net worth of Pretoria’s most famous export exceeds 
the annual budget of the land of his birth – even though he landed up in 
hospital as a result of being bullied at school. 

All 19 book talks filmed last year, including a conversation between 
iconic theatre maker Marthinus Basson and the 2021 Booker Prize 
winner, Damon Galgut, will be broadcast again.
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THEATRE
See a variety of South Africa’s most celebrated talent on stage – on 
your screen. The theatre series includes: 

Proscenium: Babbelagtig
Seven quirky clowns in a roller coaster ride of mimicry, magic and fun. 
De Klerk Oelofse, Dean Balie, Jemma Kahn and others provide mirth and 
joy for the whole family with this innovative, award-winning production.

Proscenium: Toutjies & Ferreira
This award-winning play by Saartjie Botha starts out as a comedy about 
what happens on the stage in the hour before a performance, but then it 
turns into a moving drama about parents left behind after their children 
emigrated. Stage and screen veterans Frank Opperman and Joanie 
Combrink play the leading roles.



These theatre highlights, commissioned for Woordfees TV 2021, will 
be screened again:

Mis
Seven years ago, a mother and daughter had to take to gathering and 
packing manure for sale as compost to earn a living when their husband 
and father locked himself in the attic. The family lost their farm in the 
depression. On this night they have two visitors. A friend who wants to 
shield herself from the enticing call of the travelling circus and a blind 
policeman who arrives to protect the defenceless women against a 
possible kidnapping ring operating in the town. Reza se Wet’s classic 
play Mis with Nicole Holm, Martelize Kolver, Jane de Wet and Laudo
Liebenberg was directed for theatre by Wolf Britz. Jaco Bouwer directed 
the film adaptation.



Krismis van Map Jacobs
A feared gang leader is paroled after seven years in prison. Has Map 
Jacobs changed or is he still a violent criminal? A family and community 
drama that plays out against the backdrop of forced removals of 
communities to the Cape flats. The play gives viewers a glimpse into 
what it means to be one of the dispossessed, their life and loves and the 
desperate longing for a better way of living in a system that constantly 
fails the defenceless.
Adam Small’s celebrated Krismis van Map Jacobs, with June van Merch, 
Ilse Klink, Dann-Jacques Mouton and Elton Landrew, was directed for 
theatre by Jason Jacobs. Jaco Bouwer directed the film adaptation.



Ferine and Ferase
In the remote village of Bucket’s End, nestled high in the mountains 
upstream from the disappearing river, Ferine and Ferase manifest their 
love by delighting in their masterful telling of the story of two ill-fated 
lovers whose forbidden love is ignited by full moons and fireflies. The 
unstoppable clowning duo of theatre legends Andrew Buckland and 
Sylvaine Strike take you on an unforgettable journey into wonder with 
Ferine and Ferase.
The play was directed by Toni Morkel, with musical accompaniment by 
Tony Bentel, and film direction by Jaco Bouwer. It received the coveted 
kykNET Fiësta Award for Best Festival Production.



Die Naaimasjien
A Wordsmith Theatre Factory Production. This recording was produced 
and made possible by the KKNK and Brainwave Productions.
After hundreds of performances across the country over a period of 
almost three years, and an unforgettable run at the Edinburgh Festival in 
Scotland, new life is blown into Die Naaimasjien.
Sitting in her room at the old-age home, Magdaleen (Sandra Prinsloo) 
cleans every part of her sewing machine, because she has sold it, and the 
woman on the phone said that she will be there to collect it at three this 
afternoon. While she carefully cleans this constant companion of the past 
55 years, her thoughts wander to her husband and children.
With compassion and humour, Magdaleen takes viewers back to a time of 
milk deliveries, stockings with seams, haberdasheries and milk separators.



TOYOTA
CONTEMPORARY
MUSIC



CONTEMPORARY MUSIC
The Toyota Big Five concert series offers a great variety from African 
blues to the classic songcraft of Jacques Brel and Edith Piaf:

Al om Antjie
Antjie Krog is a multi-award-winning South African literary icon of 
international standing. 
She is best known for her evocative Afrikaans poetry, her reporting on 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and her 1998 book Country of 
My Skull which was adapted into the film In My Country (2004) starring 
Samuel L. Jackson and Julliette Binoche. In Al om Antjie a host of great 
artists, including Frazer Barry, Anton Goosen, Laurinda Hofmeyr, 
Antoinette Kellermann, Babalwa Mentjies, Churchil Naudé and Jolyn 
Phillips celebrate her 70th birthday with some of her most beloved 
poems set to music. Krog also reads some of her poems to ambient 
musical accompaniment.



Saluut, Theuns Jordaan
A stellar line-up of artists, including Anton Goosen, Bok van Blerk, David 
Kramer, Dozi, Dr. Victor, Gian Groen, Juanita du Plessis, Karen Zoid, Kurt 
Darren, Sima Mashazi, Tarryn Lamb and Valiant Swart, pay tribute to the 
late, great Theuns Jordaan who lost his battle with leukemia in 
November 2021 at the age of 50. Jordaan was one of the country’s most 
popular singer-songwriters and one of only a handful of local artists who 
sold more than a million records. 



Boeremusiek & Mirror Balls
South African pianist and entertainer Rocco de Villiers has released 
13 instrumental albums, three Best of collections of his work over the 
last 22 years, two cocktail books, a live DVD and wrote and produced 
35 instrumental stage productions. In this new playful show, Rocco de 
Villiers and his suave orchestra enchant with popular medleys by Jim 
Muller and evergreen instrumental hits by legends like Nico Carstens 
(“Die Klokkiewals” and “Zambesi”), Hansie Roodt Snr, Hendrik Susan, Ollie 
Viljoen and Taffie Kikillus. It’s traditional boeremusiek jazzed up for the 
21st century, played with an irresistible mix of humour, nostalgia and flair. 



Afrika Blues
The blues were born in Africa, and it had a profound influence on many 
indigenous music styles of music – from boeremusiek to township jive. 
Afrika Blues is a warm celebration of the homegrown blues from our 
continent with the mesmerising voice of Sima Mashazi (My Miriam 
Makebe Story) and musical virtuosos Louis Mhlanga, Schalk Joubert, 
Albert Frost and Jonno Sweetman. The show is an exploration of many of 
South Africa’s best-loved songs and styles with great guitar work and 
infectious rhythms.

Brel/Piaf
A stylish revue of the timeless songs of Jacques Brel and Edith Piaf, 
performed by the beloved André Schwartz and Amanda Strydom, 
accompanied by Coenraad Rall and Dawid Boverhoff.



Hanepoot Brass Band Live at The Daisy Jones
In 2019, Jannie Hanepoot (Gereformeerde Blues Band, African Jazz 
Pioneers) wrote some new arrangements and got eight of his favourite 
musicians together to play them. Thus, the Hanepoot Brass Band was 
born, a lively and colourful group of passionate musicians who get a thrill 
out of playing goema, mbaqanga and other funky grooves. The band 
consists of Jannie "Hanepoot" van Tonder, Simon Bates (The 
Rudimentals, Saxit), Duncan Johnson (Little Giants), Carlton Adams 
(Baruch Entertainers), Siraaj Allen (Delft Big Band), Nick Turner (Sons of 
Trout), Zhaun Gorridon (Cape Town 7 Steps Minstrels) and Carlo Fabe
(Tananas, Goema Club).



These highlights from the 2021 contemporary music series will be re-
broadcasted:

David Kramer Tribute – Boland to Broadway
David Kramer’s illustrious career has spanned more than four decades.]
In this electrifying production, a group of extraordinary talented singers 
and musicians come together to celebrate David's 70th birthday and 
honour some of his diverse and unique compositions. Many of his songs 
had humble beginnings when David started out as a solo artist in 1981 
and eventually ended up on some of the world’s most prestigious stages 
such as London's West End, Carnegie Hall and Broadway. Loukmaan
Adams, Emo Adams, Anton Goosen, Edith Plaatjies, Robin Auld, Terry 
Fortune, and many more, celebrate Kramer’s music in Boland to 
Broadway under musical direction of Schalk Joubert. Kramer joins in the 
fun with a special guest appearance.



Smeltkroes
Afrikaans-speaking people from the Cape have roots far and wide – with 
origins not only here in Africa but also in Europe and the Far East. 
Smeltkroes celebrates this melting pot with the music of Luna Paige, 
Cape Jazz composer Ramon Alexander and rapper, songwriter and 
singer Frazer Barry. Poems by Philip Odendaal, Gaireyah Fredericks and 
Diana Ferrus will be performed by the award-winning actress Devonecia
Swartz and actor Breyten Treurnicht. Award-winning poet Jolyn Phillips 
and Shirmoney Rhode will be performing their own poetry on stage.
Smeltkroes does not only tug at the heartstrings – it gets the feet itching 
for a little party in the lounge. 



Karen Zoid & die Kaapstadse Filharmoniese Orkes
20 years, 20 songs. Do you remember the girl with the Voortrekker 
kappie who performed “Afrikaners is plesierig” and really didn’t care what 
anyone thought of her? It is now 20 years later, and she has become the 
musician who has stolen South African hearts with her hard rock hits and 
soft ballads. Karen Zoid celebrates two decades in the music industry 
with this jubilee performance, accompanied by the Cape Philharmonic 
Orchestra, conducted by Brandon Phillips.
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CLASSICAL MUSIC
Viewers are spoiled for choice with a variety of classical music 
concerts including the following:

Community Spectacular Gala 2021
Anna Davel, Earl Gregory,  Luvo Maranti and Zip Zap Circus were among 
the fabulous artists to perform with the Cape Town Philharmonic in the 
latest annual community gala that raises the roof at Artscape each year.  

Elgar Cello Concerto
The iconic Elgar Cello Concerto superbly performed by South Africa’s 
foremost cellist, Peter Martens, and Schubert’s Symphony No. 5 
conducted by Bernhard Gueller. A feast of music as the Cape Town 
Philharmonic Orchestra’s annual homage to Huberte Rupert.



Mozart and Schubert
Esthea Kruger performs Mozart’s Piano Concerto in D minor (KV 466) and 
Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony. The Cape Town Philharmonic 
Orchestra is conducted by Bernhard Gueller.

Celebrating Stephenson and Rajna
The Amici Quartet plays works by Allan Stephenson, Thomas Rajna and 
Ravel as well as Puccini’s beautiful “Crisantemi” in memory of the two 
late South African composers. This performance also supports the 
MAXCYK Ukraine Relief Fund.



Due to popular demand, the Stellenbosch University Choir concert as 
well as Zorada Temmingh’s organ recital – both filmed for Woordfees
TV 2021 – will be screened again:

Zorada in Orrelstemmingh
Zorada Temmingh is one of the country’s foremost organ improvisers, 
and she has performed internationally to great acclaim. With Zorada in 
Orrelstemmingh, she gives an organ recital in the beautiful old 
Stellenbosch Moederkerk including spiritual works by, among others, 
Justin Knecht, Martin Nystrom, and Henry Thomas Smart. Temmingh also 
performs a selection of Verdi’s opera music. 



Universiteitskoor Stellenbosch University Choir
The Stellenbosch University Choir, under the leadership of André van der 
Merwe, is one of the oldest and most celebrated choirs in South Africa 
and comprises students from various academic and cultural 
backgrounds who create an intoxicating energy in their performances. 
Currently the SU Choir is ranked number 1 on the Interkultur World 
Ranking List of the top 1 000 international choirs. Songs included in this 
special Woordfees concert, are arrangements of spirituals like the 
isiXhosa Easter hymn “Indodana”, evergreen South African hits like “Pata
Pata” and “Weeping”, and choral adaptations of iconic songs by Lady 
Gaga and U2.



DANCE



DANCE

Krummelpap, afval en Sunlightseepbaddens
Garage Dance Theatre – a dance company based in Okiep, Northern 
Cape – present an innovative contemporary dance production with 
poetry by Ronelda Kamfer.  

Pergolesi se Stabat Mater
During lockdown in South Africa, Cape Town Opera, Cape Town City 
Ballet and the Cape Town Baroque Orchestra joined forces to create a 
physically distanced film of excerpts from Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater, 
choreographed via video call by Mthuthuzeli November. The Stabat 
Mater presents us with a multi-faceted exploration of grief, empathy, 
and faith.
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LIFESTYLE
The Lifestyle section of the festival programme centres around all the 
delights of Stellenbosch and the surrounding Winelands. This includes a 
programme about all the new wine bars in Stellenbosch. A camera team 
goes foraging for mushrooms in and around the City of Oaks with the 
conservationist Dave Pepler ,who also shows how to prepare these 
delicacies.

These popular shows from Woordfees TV 2021 will be screened again:

Pioniers Stellenbosch Wynroete 1971-2021
This documentary celebrates the 50th birthday of the popular 
Stellenbosch Wine Route. 



Bertus Basson: Local & Lekker 
Bertus Basson, the renowned award-winning chef, explores 
Stellenbosch with some of its most well-known residents. Find out more 
about the architectural heritage of Stellenbosch, listen to the success 
story of a young entrepreneur and visit sculptor Stephen Rautenbach’s 
studio with wine personality Mike Ratcliffe. Experience the beauty of the 
Rupert Museum, buy a book and enjoy a glass of wine with Danie du Toit 
(Spoegwolf) at his favourite spot. Explore Stellenbosch mountain tracks, 
discover a jewel of a restaurant and enjoy a Bennie Griessel burger with 
Bennie’s creator, crime writer Deon Meyer.
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DISCOURSE
The discourse programme consists of a variety of discussions around hot 
topics hosted by seasoned journalists Kabous Meiring (anchor for 
Prontuit on kykNET) and Pieter du Toit (Assistant Editor for in-depth 
news: News24).

Kabous wil weet – ep. 1 
Kabous Meiring talks to a team of experts about the benefits of 
preventive healthcare. What are the long-term benefits – both in and 
outside of hospitals?

Kabous wil weet – ep. 2
Kabous Meiring talks to a team of experts about education. Are parents 
more concerned about the wellbeing of their children than previous 
generations? How worried should one be? 



Kabous wil weet – ep.3
Kabous Meiring talks to a team of experts about entrepreneurship. Is 
everybody supposed to start a business now? How on earth do I become 
an entrepreneur?

Kabous wil weet – ep.4
Kabous Meiring talks to a team of experts about the state of the middle 
class. Can the middle class keep growing and prosper when economic 
pressure keeps mounting and inflation continues to rise? 

Due to popular demand, the seriously funny Filosofiekafee 2021 will be 
screened again:

Filosofiekafee
A perennial favourite at the Woordfees festival: Philosophers, 
wordsmiths and sages use words to bamboozle, play pranks and poke 
fun at each other in the highly popular Philosopher’s Café. Who is going 
to win this time? 



FILM



FILM

Locked Doors, Behind Doors
Indoni Dance, Arts and Leadership Academy under the direction of the 
award-winning Sbonakaliso Ndaba explored the stark reality of their 
members’ lives during the pandemic, when home induced feelings of 
powerlessness and despair. The documentary uses research into the 
migrant labourers and slaves of preceding generations to develop 
choreography that expresses the sacrifices of those who helped to forge 
the nation of South Africa.  
The doccie features highlights of the only performance to date of Locked 
Doors, Behind Doors on May 1st at Lwandle Migrant Labour Museum.



Die ongetemde stem – ’n Herontdekking van Afrikaanse musiek
Afrikaans is a language with a wide variety of voices, yet the voice of the 
majority is not heard in the Afrikaans music industry. This documentary 
exposes unknown historical truths and shines the spotlight on the future 
of the untamed voices in a system built to reject them. The doccie 
features Churchil Naudé, Frazer Barry, Deniel Barry, David Kramer, 
Johannes Kerkorrel, Koos Kombuis and many more, directed by Riku
Lätti and Gideon Breytenbach.

En tog die deuntjie draal – Die Koos Du Plessis-verhaal
Koos du Plessis (1945 – 1984) managed in five years to change the 
landscape of Afrikaans music and lyrics irrevocably. The timelessness of 
his work has opened it up to a whole new generation of fans almost 40 
years after his death, but who was this man? In this film members of his 
family, fellow musicians, friends, journalists and contemporaries provide 
us with their take on it, and we remember him and his music through 
their eyes.
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AGRICULTURE
Chris Burgess (editor of Landbouweekblad) leads three discussions with 
experts about food sustainability, land issues, and stories of hope.
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WOW (WORDS OPEN WORLDS)
WOW is an empowerment project that presents creative programmes in 
schools and communities aimed at developing language, literacy and 
the arts and contributes to the broadening of perspectives.

Sanlam WOW Spelling Festival: Ek en my onnie
Grade 4 learners and their teacher form a team and join the Sanlam 
WOW Spelling Festival. The winning team teacher receives a set of 
dictionaries and the learners each receive a smart phone, gift book 
packages and cash prizes.

Sanlam WOW Spelling festival: Afrikaans Huistaal
Grade 9 learners go up against each other to win the Sanlam WOW 
Spelling Festival. All participants receive a gift book pack and cash 
prizes, and the winner walks away with a smartphone.



Sanlam WOW Spelling festival: Ek en my maat
Teams comprised of learners with different mother tongues try and spell 
in all three languages, as they play with words and language. All 
participants receive a gift book pack and cash prizes, the winners walk 
away with a smartphone.

Gryse wyses
Supported by AON.
A discussion on the challenges of discipline, and how to overcome them. 
Experts, some of them already grey, share their experience and tips with 
teachers.

Lees in die laerskole
Supported by the ATKV.
Reading is critical for all learning processes. In primary schools, teachers 
play an important role in how learners learn to read and continue to grow 
their reading skills. Experts share tips and advice on learning strategies.
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STAND-UP COMEDY
Woordfees TV will give you good reason to smile and laugh out loud 
this winter with these three comedy specials:

Savanna Stand-up with Wynand, Melt & Shimmy
Wynand Kotzé, the TikTok phenomenon of Wyn vir die Pyn, hosts this 
show. He shares the stage with two Woordfees favourites: Melt 
Sieberhagen and Shimmy Isaacs.

Savanna Stand-up with Wayne, Mariette & Rob
The charming voice actor and comedian Wayne McKay hosts this line-up 
show. He shares the stage with Mariette Loubser, one of our most 
popular female comedians, and the brilliant, versatile Rob van Vuuren.



Savanna Stand-up with KG, Angel & Nik
The razor-sharp Kagiso KG Mokgadi, a heavyweight in more than one 
sense of the word, is the host. He shares the stage with top comedian 
and radio DJ Angel Campey, and the legendary Jewish Xhosa-speaking 
funny man Nik Rabinowitz.
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